            

2nd September 2026
Dear parents and guardians,
Welcome back to school and a warm welcome to all of our new pupils and their families.  A very special welcome to our new nursery pupils, who commence their educational journey and join our very special community, here at Northop Hall School.  I hope that you have all had a wonderful summer and that our pupils are now looking forward to the new academic year. We are certainly looking forward to seeing our pupils learn, overcome challenges, have fun and make friendships during the year ahead.
This newsletter shares information on forthcoming events and includes important dates for the first half term. In addition to whole school newsletter you will be sent regular communication through the school comms electronic email system. Updates are also posted on our school website. Class newsletters will be emailed to you from your child’s class teacher as soon as possible. In an aim to reduce the amount of paper and printing we use as a school we would be grateful if all parents could sign up to our electronic email system. Please email our administrator Mrs Christiano if you are having problems receiving our electronic communication.
Thank you
We would like to say a big thank you for all of the generous cards and gifts, which were given to staff at the end of the summer term. We really appreciate the kind words in the cards and the thoughtful gifts. Thank you so much.
Staffing Update
At the end of the summer term we said “Hwyl fawr” to Mrs Watkins who has been teaching at Northop Hall School for 20 years and to Miss Thomson who has worked at the school for five years as a teaching assistant. Mrs Watkins and Miss Thomson were both outstanding members of our team, who brought so much energy and passion to our school. They will both be greatly missed. 
They have both asked me to express their thanks to parents and pupils for the beautiful cards, gifts and kind words. 
What’s happening in the Autumn Term?
The list of dates provided in this newsletter will give you a good overview of some of the exciting experiences which, we have planned for pupils. 

Celebrating 40 Years!!

This year marks a massive milestone for Northop Hall C.P. School – 40 years since the school was opened! We are planning to celebrate throughout the year to mark four decades of learning and community since 1986.

We are launching an appeal for memories from past pupils, parents and staff. Please spread this message and ask people to get in touch by emailing the school office nhmail@hwbcymru.net. We are looking forward to celebrating 40 years of Northop Hall School over the year ahead.

Start and finish routines
Key Stage 2 pupils – to come onto school grounds independently from 8.40a.m, then straight into class where their teachers will be waiting. The KS2 day starts earlier than Foundation Phase so please can pupils be heading though the school doors for 8.45a.m.
Foundation Phase Pupils – Please do not come onto school grounds until 8.50a.m  (this gives us time to ensure that Key Stage 2 pupils are all safely in school and are starting their learning) – from 8.50 a.m. parents of foundation phase pupils may accompany their children and ensure they are either handed over to a member of staff or heading for the correct classroom door. Foundation Phase staff will be ready to greet children between 8.50a.m. and 8.59a.m. Your child’s class teacher will have provided you with details of which door your child will be entering and exiting through.
If any pupils are late arriving for school they must be brought to the main entrance at the front of the school by a parent or relative. Please do not send children who are late to the office on their own as we need an adult to sign them in.
Important: Please only come onto school grounds a few minutes before your child is due to exit school. We will often have sports or outdoor learning taking place on the yard and the field and it can be distracting for children and staff if parents start to arrive whilst lessons are happening, it also presents a challenge in terms of safeguarding/child protection.
Health and Safety/Safeguarding
To increase school security, a new magnetic lock (maglock) has been installed on the front gate. The gate will now remain locked during school hours. Please press the buzzer at the gate for entry. We cannot guarantee that someone will be in the office area at all times, so please be patient. If you do need to collect or drop children off outside normal start and finish times, it would be helpful to send an email in advance. This will help to ensure that a member of staff will be available to let you in. The gate will be opened between 12.35p.m. and 12.50p.m. each day for our nursery pupils to enter school.
School Photographs 
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Individual and family group photographs will be taken on Tuesday 6th October. If you have a younger child and you would like them to be included in a group photograph, please come along to the school hall at 8.45a.m.
Bridges After School Club  - “The link between home and school”
Our afterschool club “Bridges” will continue to run this year. The children have great fun at the club, which is staffed by Mrs Mantache (club leader), Mrs Tate and Ms Gunther. There is a good level of capacity at the club so therefore an email on the day or a few days in advance is fine for booking your child in.
To make a booking please email the school office using nhmail@hwbcymru.net  between 8.45a.m – 3.15 p.m . Please can we remind parents that fees for the club need to be paid either in advance or on the day of use. The club policy is that any parents who are behind with payments at the end of a week will unfortunately not be able to continue using the club. I hope you understand that we cannot afford for any payments to build up as this results in staff costs not being met.
We would be grateful if all parents who use the Bridges After School Club provide the staff with a password. This password can be used on occasions where you may have organised for a different family member or friend to collect your child from the club.

Prices for Bridges after school club are as follows.
	First hour
	Hour and a half
	Two hours

	3.15p.m. – 4.15 p.m - £4.50
	3.15p.m. – 4.45 p.m £7.00
	3.15p.m. – 5.15 p.m - £9.00

	Please note the additional fee for late pick-ups is  £2.50 for every 5 minutes late


	5 minutes late = £2.50
	10 minutes late = £5.00
	15 minutes late = £7.50


Payments to office
Please can parents continue to support the payment systems which the school operates. Wherever possible cheques/money should be placed in a sealed, labelled envelope and given to your child who will place it in a basket in their classroom. Wherever possible we prefer parents to use the online payment system. Thank you.
Breakfast Club - Our breakfast club is provided to support parents who need essential care for their children before the start of the school day. Bookings need to be made by email at least 24 hours in advance. Please only use the club if care for your child is essential. Payments to be made by cash on the door or through the gateway payment system.
The arrangements for our breakfast club are as follows:
7.45a.m. – 8.25a.m.for the earlier start time - £2.50
8.00a.m. - 8.25 a.m. - Fee paying breakfast club - £1.50 - please pay on the door to breakfast club staff

8.25a.m. - 8.55a.m. - Free breakfast club (This time is very busy please only use if essential)
Please note all pupils apart from Year 6 pupils must be signed into the breakfast club provision by an adult. Year 6 pupils can sign in a younger sibling. 
Dogs on school grounds - Please remember that dogs are not allowed on school grounds. If you do walk your dog to school for pick up time please organise for another parent to meet your child, whilst you wait with your dog at the gate. Just let the class teacher know which parent will be greeting your child and escorting them to the gate.
Absences from school - Below is a reminder of what to do if your child is absent from school....
· Please ring the school between 8.30 a.m. - 9.15 a.m. to report the reason for your child's absence. 

· If the school has not received a reason for absence by 9.30 a.m. a phone call will be made from school to home to check the reason for your child not arriving at school.
· The guidance for stomach upsets is that pupils must remain off school for 48 hours following the last bout of diarrhoea or sickness
Free school Meals
Even though the Welsh Government now provides a “Free school meal” for every primary age pupil, it is important that parents still make an online application. If you think your child may qualify for the traditional “Free School Meals” please ensure that you make an application online at www.flintshire.gov.uk/FSM. The website explains the household income threshold to allow an application. Schools will receive some funding for every pupil entitled to free school meals which means that we can help families out with the cost of activities such as school trips and residential visits.
Gwella & Big Stars
This year we will continue our partnership with sports coaches from Gwella (formally Aura Leisure). The coaches will be working with a number of classes across the school delivering a range of different sports. We will also be working with “Big Stars”, who will deliver a performing arts session to a number of year groups. “Big Stars” will also be providing an after school club on a Wednesday. The Big Stars After school club will be open to pupils from Reception to Year 6.
Pre loved uniform

We have a large stock of pre loved school sweatshirts. A selection of these are kept on a rail outside the school office and may be purchased for £2. If you cannot find a size, which you are looking for please let us know as we do have more sweatshirts to those on display. We are always happy to receive pre-loved uniform, which is no longer needed by your own child.

Flu Immunisation
The nasal flu immunisations will be taking place in school for pupils in Reception to Year 6 on Friday 23rd October. Details and consent for the flu immunisation is organised direct from the NHS Wales. The medical team attending school on 23rd October will have a list of pupils who have been given consent for the immunisation. 
Volunteers and Thank you.

We are always grateful to any parents or grandparents who are able to volunteer at school. We are particularly keen to recruit some more reading volunteers and lunch time volunteers. Just 30 minutes a week can make a huge difference. Please contact the school office if you would like to get involved.

Extra Curriculum Clubs and Activities

The following extra curriculum activities are available over the autumn term:

	Club
	Day
	Time
	Age group 
	Lead
	Cost
	Further details

	Football
	Monday
	After school until 4.10p.m.
	Year 3,4,5 & 6
	Mr Schrimshaw
	
	Developing ball skills and learning to play as part of a team. Send an email to the school office if your child will be attending.
Starting 14th  September  - third week back at school

	Reading Well
	Tuesday


	After school until 4.00p.m.
	Year 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6
	Different staff will lead this club each week
	
	At our “Reading Well” club pupils will have the opportunity to listen to and discuss a story which has a link to wellbeing. At the same time we will be sharing top tips on how to “Read well!”
Starting 15th September – third week back at school

	Netball
	Tuesday
Lunch time
	Lunch time
12 – 12.30p.m.
	Year 3,4,5 & 6
	Mrs Harrison
	
	This club will be taking place at lunch time this year.

Developing ball skills and learning to play as part of a team. Send an email to the school office if your child will be attending.
Starting  15th September - third week back at school

	Big Stars Performing Arts
	Wednesday
	After school until 4.00p.m.
	Year 1 to Yr 6


	Member of team from Big Stars
	£3.50 per week

£21 for 6 weeks. Full payment needed upfront.
	Fun opportunity to learn dance routines and new songs.

Places are open to pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 in the autumn term. 

Reception may join in Spring Term if parents feel they are ready.
Starting Wednesday 9th September – second week back at school

	Generation Rock
	Friday
	30 min session sometime between 1p.m. – 3.15p.m.
	Year 1 to Yr 6
	Lee from Generation Rock
	Please email Lee to find out costs.
	To book a space contact Lee

info@generationrock.co.uk
Pupils have the opportunity to play an instrument or sing as part of a band.
First session Friday 11th September

	Theatr Clwyd Music Service
	Day varies dependent on availability of music teacher
	Within school day – varying time slots.
	Mostly aimed at KS2 pupils
	Teachers from music service
	See website for costs
	Information about the lessons and costs can be found on the Theatr Clwyd link below. Lessons are booked directly through the music service.

https://www.theatrclwydmusic.com/lessons/lessons-for-young-people


Dates for your diary 
	Date


	Activity

	Tuesday 1st September
	Parents of Year 6 pupils may now make their online applications for secondary school. Closing date is 31st October 2026. See details on the Flintshire Schools’ admissions site. https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/Admissions/Secondary.aspx

	Tuesday 1st September
	INSET Day

	Wednesday 2nd September 
	Pupils in Reception – Year 6 return to school

	Thursday 3rdSeptember 2025
	Nursery pupils gradual start to school
Details sent to parents

	Thursday 3rd September
	Year 3 (Owls) – Meet the teacher – parents of Year 3 pupils are invited to attend a meeting in the Year 3 classroom straight after school.

	Friday 4th September
	Year 5/6 (Ospreys) – Meet the teacher – parents of Year 5/6 pupils are invited to attend a meeting in the Ospreys’ classroom straight after school.

	Monday 7th September
	Year 4/5 (Eagles) - Meet the teacher – parents of Year 5/6 pupils are invited to attend a meeting in the Eagles’ classroom straight after school.

	Tuesday 8th September
	Year 1 pupils who are in Robins – meet the teacher  - (a meeting for reception pupils who are in the Robins class has already taken place in the summer term) - meeting will be held in the Robins’ classroom straight after school.

	Wednesday 9th September
	Year 1 and 2 pupils who are in Woodpeckers – meet the teacher  - meeting will be held in the Woodpeckers’ classroom straight after school.

	Thursday 10th September
	Stay and Play -  Pupils are invited to stay and play after school.

Cost £3.00 per child. Pick up 4.15p.m.

Parents also welcome to come along, have a cuppa and join in the fun and games. Some of our much younger pupils still appreciate having a parent with them at the Stay and Play events. But equally it is fine for pupils to attend this event on their own.

	Thursday 23rd September
	Chatter Box – Baby and Toddler session – 10.00 – 11.30a.m. - £2 a session
Every fortnight.

Next session Wednesday 7th October

All welcome.

	Friday 25th September
	McMillan Coffee morning/reading café – please pop in for a cuppa and a cake between 9.45a.m. – 11.30a.m we will be serving coffee/tea and cakes in the school hall and there will also be an opportunity for you to read a book with your child. If any parents are able to make donations of cakes we would be very grateful. Any cake donations please send into school on the Thursday so that we can judge how many cakes we have. We would also be very grateful to any parents who are able to help with this event, making teas etc. Please let us know if you are able to support. To help with the health and safety we would be very grateful if parents attending could bring their own mug with a lid. Thank you.

	Tuesday 6th October
	School Photographs.

If you have any younger children who have not yet started school they are welcome to come to school at 8.45a.m. for a family photo with their older siblings.

	Friday 9th October
Provisional  - Date to be confirmed
	Harvest Festival at the Presbyterian Chapel. Pupils are invited to bring a non- perishable item suitable for the local food bank. Donations are always greatly appreciated.
Due to space restrictions we are only able to invite parents who have children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 3 to this event.

	Wednesday 14th October
	Parents’ evening for pupils in reception to Year 6 (nursery pupils will be organised for after half term)

	Thursday 15th October
	Parents’ evening for pupils in reception to Year 6 (nursery pupils will be organised for after half term)

	Monday 19th – Wednesday 21st October
	Year 3 & 4 to Pentrellyncymer. Three day residential trip to the outdoor learning centre.

	Tuesday 13th October 
	Nursery after school event – An after school session with lots of fun & games. This event is an alternative option for those pupils in nursery who may not feel ready to attend the disco – cost £3.00
Finishes at 4.15p.m.

	Thursday 22nd October
Date to be confirmed)
	Halloween Disco

Foundation Phase  - 3.45p.m. – 4.45p.m.

KS2 – 4.50p.m. – 5.50p.m.

£3.00 per child  - pay on door.

Dress up in Halloween theme (optional) or party/disco clothes

Some of our nursery pupils have found the Autumn Disco a little overwhelming in the past. If you think this might be too much for them, it is best to leave it until they are more settled at school and a little bit older. We will be having another disco in the summer term.

If any parents of younger pupils would like to come along to support their child at this event they are very welcome. We would also be very grateful to any parents who are able to come along and help to serve drinks. Thank you.

	Friday 23rd October
	Flu Nasal Spray Immunisation

School nurse service will be in school to provide the immunisations for all pupils where consent has been provided by parents.

	Friday 23rd October
	Break up for half term

	Monday 2nd November
	Pupils return to school

	Monday 2nd - 4th November
	Year 6 pupils to NantBH. Three-day residential visit to the outdoor education centre.

	Monday 9th November
	Parent meetings for pupils in nursery – an opportunity to hear how your child is settling in.
Meetings take place between 9.05 a.m. – 11.30a.m.

	Tuesday 10th November
	Parent meetings for pupils in nursery – an opportunity to hear how your child is settling in.
Meetings take place between 9.05 a.m. – 11.30a.m

	Wednesday 11th November
	Remembrance Service

Year 5 & 6 pupils will visit the village war memorial at 10.45a.m.to sing and show their respects for a short service.

If any parents would like to join us they are very welcome.

	Monday 16th – Friday 20th November
	National anti-bullying week – this year the theme is “Power for Good”. “Odd Socks Day” is on Monday 16th where children and adults are encouraged to wear odd socks.


	Friday 13th November
	Children In Need – Pupils to dress up in own clothes and bring a £1 to donate to Children In Need Charity.

	Thursday 19th November
	Christmas Fayre

Straight after school – further details will be provided by PTA
If any parents are able to secure any raffle prizes we would be very grateful.

	Friday 20st November
	National Take Over Day

National Take Over Day – an opportunity for Year 6 pupils to experience what it is like to work in a school. Pupils complete an application form, organise meeting and gain many “world of work” skills.

	Week commencing 7th December
	Christmas Productions this week

Dates to be confirmed

	Tuesday 15th December 
	Christmas Dinner Day

Pupils to wear Christmas Jumpers

	Thursday 17th 
	Christmas Party Day – Christmas/sparkly clothes/jumpers (anything with a festive feel!)

	Friday 18th December
	Nursery Pupils will be going to see the Littlest Yak at Theatre Clwyd. For this day nursery pupils are invited to attend school from 9.30a.m. and will need to be collected at 1.00p.m. – further details to follow

	Friday 18th December
	Pupils break up for Christmas

	Monday 4th January 2027
	INSET Day

	Tuesday 5th January 2026
	Pupils return to school

	Wednesday 6th January 2026
	Reception to Year 6 trip to the Panto at Theatr Clwyd, Mold


Term Time and INSET dates

Schools have been granted 6 INSET days this academic year.
Term dates and INSET days are shown below

Autumn Term 2026
· Tuesday 1st September INSET Day

· Wednesday 3rd September pupils in Reception to Year 6 return to school
· Friday 23rd October pupils finish for half term
· Monday 2nd November pupils return to school
· Friday 18th December pupils finish for Christmas Holiday
Spring Term 2027
· Monday 4th January – INSET Day

· Tuesday 5th January pupils return to school 

· Friday 5th February Pupils break up for half term

· Monday 15th February INSET day
· Tuesday 15th February pupils return to school
· Friday 19th March pupils break up for Easter

Summer Term 2027
· Monday 5th April INSET day
· Tuesday 6th April – pupils return to school
· Friday 28th May break up for half term

· Monday 7th June pupils return to school 

·  Friday 16h July pupils break up for summer
· Monday 19th July  INSET Day

· Tuesday 20th July INSET Day

As always if you have any questions or concerns we encourage you in the first instance to either email or make an appointment to speak to your child’s class teacher. Through sharing any concerns with us, we are then able to address problems and put effective actions in place. Please do not leave a worry (no matter how small you feel it is) for too long, it is better to share and discuss. Through doing this we can try to support any problem growing bigger.
We look forward to working with all of our pupils and families over this academic year.

Yours sincerely,    
Lynne Harrison  & Tom Schrimshaw
Mrs Lynne Harrison and Mr Tom Schrimshaw  
Headteacher                      Deputy Headteacher
�








